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additional material on points already treated, but also furnishes new 
discussions of the geography of commerce and of war. The work is 
already too well known among students to require a characterization 
here. 

Charles Richmond Henderson. 



Les greves. Par Leon de Seilhac. ("Bibliotheque d'economie 
sociale.") Paris : Librairie Victor Lecoffre, 1903. Pp. 
vii + 256. Fr. 2. 
This little book on "Strikes," by a "permanent member of the 
Musee social," deals principally with conditions in France, although it 
makes reference to the experiences of England, the United States, and 
New Zealand. After some discussion of current opinion in regard to 
strikes, their general nature, and their cost, M. de Seilhac reviews at 
some length the history of the strike movement in France from 1791 
to the present time, French legislation bearing on the right to strike, 
and the socialist support of the strike as an instrument of social recon- 
struction. A chapter on the details of a particular strike, and a classifi- 
cation of strikes into different types, with concrete instances of each, 
throws some light on the way these things are managed in France. The 
book ends with a description of the feeble efforts toward arbitration 
hitherto made in France, and with an exceedingly brief statement of 
the further possibilities of the policy of conciliation. M. de Seilhac 
appears to have a needlessly unsympathetic attitude toward his subject ; 
and it is difficult to determine to what readers the book is addressed. 
It is too sketchy to be of value to students and too technical to appeal 
to the general reader. Like many French books of its type, it is 
unprovided with an index, and has scanty references to authorities. 

La democratic socialiste attemande. Par Edgard Milhaud, pro- 
fesseur a l'Universite de Geneve. Paris : Felix Alcan, 1903. 
Pp. iv + 591. 
In no other country has socialism achieved so definite and impor- 
tant a political organization as it has in Germany ; and an adequate study 
of the German Social-Democrat party is bound to be of the utmost 
value to students of modern (social, industrial, and political) conditions. 
Such a study M. Milhaud appears to have supplied. Of socialist sym- 
pathies, he had, according to his preface, exceptional opportunities for 
personal contact with both the leaders and the rank and file of the 
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party besides access to a mass of documents bearing on its history and 
aims. His method of treatment is that of the practiced investigator, 
and his sources of information are fully and carefully indicated. He 
gives due prominence to the economic aspects of his subject, which are 
so inextricably involved in the political. 

L'ide"e d Evolution dans la nature etl'histoire. Par Gaston Richard, 
agrege de philosophic, docteur es lettres, charge du cours 
de sociologie a l'Universite de Bordeaux. Ouvrage couronne 
par l'Academie des sciences morales et politiques. Paris : 
Felix Alcan, 1903. Pp. iv + 403. 
This weighty volume, which has met with high commendation from 
M. Th. Ribot, represents a method that becomes increasingly popular 
— the application of philosophic generalization to biologic, sociologie, 
and historic material. It is divided into three parts : "The Biologic 
Problem," "The Psychologic and Sociologie Problem," and "Con- 
science and the Genetic Explanation ; " and makes use of recent philo- 
sophic standpoints; in fact, is perhaps somewhat overweighted with 
the latest floating terminology. The treatment is throughout philo- 
sophic as opposed to sociologie, if one may use a rough (and rather mis- 
leading) popular distinction. The first part follows the custom of 
continental works of this class in pointing out the shortcomings of 
Mr. Herbert Spencer and the contradictions and deficiences of the Dar- 
winian view of evolution. M. Richard finds the law of evolution 
through natural selection merely one expression of the law of the con- 
servation of energy ; and holds that a more adequate dynamic state- 
ment of the universe as a whole is to be made through tracing the 
development of specific phenomena by means of the genetic method, 
and working toward a system in which these various series may be 
shown to be reversible and mutually convertible. 

La condition de la femnte dans les diverses races et civilisations. Par 
Ch. Letourneau. Avec une notice biographique par G. 
Papillaut. (" Bibliotheque sociologique et internationale.") 
Paris: Girard & Briere, 1903. Pp. xvi -+- 508. Fr. 11. 
This posthumous work of the indefatigable Ch. Letourneau is the 
last volume in his well-known series of comparative studies of social 
institutions. It has the merits and the grave defects of its predeces- 
sors. 



